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The latest Dover District Voluntary and Community Sector Network
meeting was held on the 8th December at the Landmark Centre in Deal.
There were varied presentations and topics discussed. The event also
celebrated the life of the BASIS project, funded by the Big Lottery,
which has now come to an end. We take this opportunity to thank Louise
Rogers and Sue Beer for their dedication to ensuring the project was the
success it has been. Happily, the Network meetings will continue. CASE
Kent's Community Project's Advisor for Dover, Trevor Skelton, who will be
known to many of you, will be advising you of the next meeting later in the
month.
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Kent Big Society Fund

A new fund providing £3 million of loans for new and existing social enterprises in Kent will
be launched by Kent County Council in partnership with the Kent Community Foundation.
The money will provide loans to help support social enterprises that have the desire and
appetite to grow their enterprise in the county and create further employment at a time
when access to finance from high street banks and grant funding from the public sector is
increasingly difficult.

BASIS, ChangeUp, Transition Fund, Transforming Local Infra-
structure.. how should BLF address capacity building in future?

The Big Lottery Fund is asking for input into the development of its proposed Building
Capabilities Fund, which will be launched next year. The £20M fund will be to build capa-
bilities within voluntary, community and social enterprise organisations and is focused on
the principle that organisations should be enabled to choose and secure the specific sup-
port they need. This fund will be of huge interest to front line VCS organisations looking
Yo build their own capabilities, and to support organisations that have traditionally pro-
vided such services. Take a look at the discussion paper and associated questions and give
your views to the Big Lottery Fund directly by 15™ March.

Invitation for submissions onto the Shepway District Councils
Overview and Scrutiny Work programme

The councils Overview and Scrutiny Committee is developing its work programme for
2012/13 and this is an opportunity for you to suggest what you think the committee
should focus on. What would you like to see on the programme? What are your priori-
ties for the district of Shepway? Your suggestions will help ensure that the work pro-
gramme is informed by the opinions of local residents and organisations. Please email
any suggestions to policy@shepway.gov.uk or post them to Policy and Performance,
Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20
2QY. Suggestions must be received by 31 January 2012.
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The Buy Better Together Challenge

The Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) in partnership with Co-
operatives UK has created the The Buy Better Together Challenge. They would like to hear
from you if your organisation has devised new ways of buying collectively to help save
money? Or do you have you an amazing idea, about communities working together?

If so, register with BIS, the Buy Better Together Challenge £60k pot will go towards
training, mentoring and seed funding for stand out projects and includes £15k for the
overall winner.

Cuts to Services—P at ' s petiti on

We are sure that people in your community are worried about the impact of cuts to ser-
vices and benefits. This is something that affects everyone, but especially disabled people
and their carers. Can you offer to support for Pat's Petition by publicising it to your mem-
bers and contacts?

Pat Onions, who is blind and a carer, has added her petition on the government’'s own web-
site. Pat's petition cuts across all individual allegiances. The petition must reach 100000
votes. It can only do this if a broad range of organisations from across the country work
together, passing the link to their members and encourage people to vote. Mind, rethink
mental illness, making space, RNIB, radar, independent living, Scope, Pain Concern and many
more have sent statements of their support.

The link is here.

Report on the effects of public sector funding cuts on the civil
society sector

CASE Kent is very aware that many of our member organisations are suffering a reduction
in financial resources as a result of public spending cuts. We decided to conduct a small
poll of those organisations that we could reach easily from our database. We sent this
survey to 500 organisations across east Kent. We had 50 replies which gave us a 10% rate
of return which can be considered statistically significant. Please click on the link above to
see the full report and results.
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